
   

 
 

AUGUST 13th,  
 
A Fun Saturday ...  
 
 
 
 

Every child wants to start the new school year with a new back-
pack and school supplies, but this is difficult for many of the 
Horace Mann Families.  The school has a very high percentage 
of needy families:  over 75% of the school qualifies for the Fed-
eral Free Lunch program, which means they are living below 
the  poverty line in the Silicon Valley.   
 

We have a chance to help them begin school with a positive 
attitudeðand with the same backpack for all, without regard 
to wealth ! Our goal is to provide a new backpack for every 
child at Horace Mann...   The backpacks are high quality, with 
an outer pocket for school supplies and a larger inner pocket 
for carrying books.  These backpacks cost only $5 each!   
 
You can provide funds for the backpacks by marking an of-
fering envelope on Sunday, or by mailing a check for any 
amount with the word ñbackpackò in the memo line.  We need 
your help to keep this ministry going.  We will be collecting the 
Backpack donations for the next month and then giving out the 
backpacks to the children at the schoolôs Ice Cream Social  
event on Saturday, August 13th.   
 

 Volunteers are needed to help assemble and distribute the 
backpacks on that day.   So please, help us help others!  

July ñAugust, 2011  

The Samaritan...  
Serving Christ from the  
Heart of the City  

Sept. 30 ĕ

October 1   

Women's Re-

treat  

 

ALL women are invited to 
the beautiful Villa Del Mar 
retreat center in Santa 
Cruz:  The Rev. Holly Hill-
man,  will be our facilitator, an ordained Methodist 
UMC pastor.  Her message will be inspiring, refresh-
ing, renewing.  Come and sing, laugh, grow closer 
to Jesus, make friends, rest, play games, walk on 
the beach, refresh, and reflect.   

The retreat center has comfortable rooms with pri-
vate baths, great food that someone else cooks (!), 
a beautiful view of the ocean, and its ñownò beach.  
Carpooling is available.  The cost  of the retreat is 
$215 per person, which includes two nights and 6 
meals at the beautiful ocean-shore retreat.  

Please contact Susan Ca. at Worship or email her  
at s.cssns@sbcglobal.net for a registration form. 
Scholarships may be available if needed, so please 
do not let the cost prevent you from planning to join 
us ð just contact Susan for more information 

Please register by August 9th.  

SEE YOU THERE!   

THIS SATURDAY, July 16  

 HIKING AT ALUM ROCK PARK  
 
The young adult ministry of San Jose First United Methodist Church (the LIVING ROOM ) is go-
ing hiking this coming Saturday, July 16  at Alum Rock Regional Park, 15350 Penitencia Creek 
Rd, San Jose, CA  95127.  Either meet us in the PARKôs parking lot at 9:30am OR meet at the 
Church House at 9am if you want to carpool up to Alum Rock Regional Park. Call me for direc-
tions if you need toðitôs easy to get thereðabout 15 minutes from downtown.  The weather is 
probably going to be gorgeous!  Bring water and snack and a friend (or two!)  See you there! 
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Additional  

Opportunities!  
 

See articles in this newsletter about ....  

 

Womenôs Retreat ....p. 1 
 

Back Pack Project ... p 1 
 

Alum Rock Park Hike ... p 1 
 

Food for Neighbors, July 29 & Aug 25... p 3 
 

Sunday Evening Food for Neighbors...this page 
 

Bible Studies .... p 5 

 

Living Room: Fellowship for Young Adults... p 4 
 

Overtime: Discussion & Fellowship ... p 4 

 

UMW General Meeting & Mission Opportunities...p 7 
 

Building Project status ...p 7 
 

Church Directory Survey ... p 6 

Prayer Email List  

ñThe Prayer Chainò 
 
We have a weekly email distribution of the Joys and 
Concerns that are shared in church on Sunday 
mornings, so that you can remember these in your 
daily devotions.  If you'd like to receive this email, 
please let us know by sending an email to 
cassens@sbcglobal.net  . 

 

Sunday Evening Food program  
 
Pastor Oakie, John, and their team provide meals for 
our needy neighbors at our 6th Street Parking lot ð 
more than 1500 meals served so far this year.  Pastor 
Oakie says ñThank the Lord, and you Saints who 
make this ministry happen!ò  You can contact Pastor 
Oakie directly at Oakie7@yahoo.com.  There are  
many things that would help this ministry do even 
more!  Bring any of the following things to the lot 
on Sundays (later afternoon)  
 

Hand sanitizer 

Sleeping bags,  6ôx6ô tents, Tarps, canopies 
(8ôx10ô) 

Shoes (size 8-10 menôs), black menôs socks, 

Warm coats 

Toiletries 

Coffee supplies (cups, creamer packets, sugar 
packets, stir stix) 

Ramen or Cup-of-Noodle soups (ñcup ofò packets) 

#10 large cans hominy or jalapenos 

Condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, relishðall 
in individual packets) 

1 gallon Ziplock bags 

Food service gloves (large) 

Roaster oven or a Small portable BBQ grill 

30-quart Aluminum cooking pot 

Plastic tableware and To-go containers (ñclam 
shellsò) 

Clean rags & Trash bags ð 55 gal. heavy duty 

Spray cleaner and gallons of bleach 

Supplies for Pastor Oakie and his workers:  Virgin 
Mobile ñTop Upò Phone Cards, a laptop computer, 
Subway gift cards, Gasoline or Subway gift cards  

Pray Without Ceasing........  

Please, be in prayer about who God would like you to invite to 
come to church with you  to share in joy, healing, learning, and ser-
vice .  Ask God to tell you that personôs name!   
 

For All the joys & concerns that have been mentioned in Wor-
ship and in the Prayer Chain.  If you would like to receive the weekly email 

with Joys and Concerns for the week, please email cassens@sbcglobal.net.  
And for.... 

Betty T. M., who at 96 years young, is feeling better, seeing better, and  is 
sending her greetings to her church family!  Several of us visited her up in ñgold countryò recently, and we enjoyed 
seeing our good friend.   
The re-building process, which has run into some significant problems.   
Several of our congregation who are battling with the housing loan restructuring issues. And prayers of thanks for 
those who have been able to resolve their situations!  
For the people of the Middle East and around the world who are trying, at great risk, to seek freedom and self-
determination.   
Christians around the world who face discrimination, hatred and even death because of their faith.   
For the capacity to see beauty, to experience joy, to savor life.   
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Youth News:  Whatõs Up! 
Business Name 

July 28th and August 25th :    Can you help? 

Food for our Neighbors 
God needs our hands to help distribute fresh fruits, vegetables and other food 

to people in need.  InnVision handles all the ñpaperworkò and decisions ð they 

just need help with bagging the groceries from pallets supplied by Second Har-

vest.  Come help at 7th and Commercial Streets at 9:00 AM to about noon.  

Greetings Everyone!    
 
At this yearôs Annual Conference, I had the privilege of being appointed once again as 
your Pastor. As a United Methodist Pastor, I am reappointed every year. The Bishop 
and cabinet (District Superintendents) work with the local Staff Parish committee to de-
termine what is best for the church and whether the pastor should return. The pastor 
also is involved, working with the Staff Parish Committee and the District Superinten-
dent. The pastor also tells the Staff Parish Committee whether they want to return, and 

then they tell the District Superintendent. Staff Parish Committee also makes a request of what they think is 
best for the congregation, and informs the District Superintendent of that as well.  

 
So, upon the request of Staff Parish and myself, the Bishop has reappointed me here as Pastor for the com-
ing year. This begins my 21st year here as your Pastor!  
  
It continues to be a rare and unique privilege to serve you. It is a joy to be your pastor, to share your lives with 
youðto provide pastoral care in times of illness or trouble, to do weddings and baptisms and funerals and 
everything in between.  You are a GREAT Church, with a compelling vision and a wonderful future!  God has 
great things in store for you, and together we continue to touch the lives of many peopleðhelping them come 
to faith, renew and grow their faith.  We also help with real life problems from rental assistance, to marriage 
counseling to addiction issues to job counseling and much more.  Your prayerful and faithful support of the 
mission here makes all this possible. 
 
Thank you for this wonderful opportunity!  It is my honor to be here, and a great joy to have been here for 20 
years now. Susan and I love San Jose, we love you, and we are grateful to God for the opportunities that lie 
ahead.  Good news is on its way, so get ready. God is doing great things.  

ðPastor Jim  

Upcoming Sermon Series and  

Special Worship Services 
 

August 7:  The beginning of a new series: 6 Ques-
tions .   #1:  Why do we need Christ?  

�$�X�J�X�V�W�������������³�:�K�\���G�R���S�H�R�S�O�H���Q�H�H�G���D���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���R�I��
believers �² �W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�"�´ 

�$�X�J�X�V�W�����������*�R�V�S�H�O���6�X�Q�G�D�\�������³�:�K�\���G�R���Z�H���Q�H�H�G���7�+�,�6��
�S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�"�´ 

August 28:  What is our unique ministry in Down-
town San Jose & how do we engage our commu-
nity?  

�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����������³�+�R�Z���F�D�Q���Z�H���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U���µ�P�\���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�¶��
for ministry?  

  SAVE the DATE: 
 

On Sunday, September 11th, we will have a special service 

remembering the events of 10 years ago, and honoring the 

people who serve today as fire fighters, police, and emer-

gency responders.  Please plan to be with us to express your 

appreciation to our special guests and to prayerfully re-

member the past. Please invite  your friends for this unique 

Sunday. 

 

Heroes Sunday 

September 11, 2011 

Remembrance and Mindfulness 

�)�U�R�P���W�K�H���3�D�V�W�R�U�¶�V���3�R�L�Q�W���R�I���9�L�H�Z�«�� 


